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Donald Capps
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Humor is a part of the
tough tissue of religion
that binds our hears together in love, worship, or
community. Often, however, humor is negatively
affected by religion, or religious people are allergic to humor. In A Time to
Laugh, author Donald Capps argues that religion
is diminished when it fails to understand and
embrace its own historical connection—much
of it dating to biblical days—to humor itself.
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Donald Capps
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Laughter Ever After offers
a seriously funny theological reflection on the
place of laughter and humor in pastoral counseling. Blending academic
research, psychological
insights, and pastoral advice, this humor-filled
book helps readers understand what humor has
to offer those who are trying to cope with life’s
inevitabilities, such as aging, illness, and death.
Written for a wide audience, Laughter Ever After
would serve as a great tool for any clergyman or
layman. By showing us that humor has a place in
ministry, Capps teaches us that laughter can help
almost any situation.

Laughing With God:
Humor, Culture, and
Transformation
Gerald A. Arbuckle,
Forward by Jean Vanier
Collegeville: Liturgical
Press, 2008
187 pp., $34.95
When Sarah overhears
God tell Abraham that
she will give birth to a son,
she laughs. Of course,
Sarah does give birth to a
son and names him Isaac, whose name means “to
laugh.” But can we in modern times recover the
divine humor, the paradox and the promise, in
this and other biblical accounts? With Arbuckle,
readers will enter many rich biblical stories and
come away laughing, not laughter as in response
to a joke or comedy, but a “profound laughter of
the heart.”
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He who sits in the

heavens laughs…
Psalms 2:4 NASB
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